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or agents, or which shall hereafter come into their possession, shall 
be subject to such rules and regulations concerning the payment and 
disposition thereof as shall be prescribed by the insurance supervising 
officials of the State in which the principal office of such establishment 
in the United States is located, but in no event shall any funds belonging 
to or held for the benefit of such companies be transmitted outside of 
the United States nor be used as the basis for the establishment directly 
or indirectly of any credit within or outside of the United States to or 
for the benefit or use of the enemy or any of his allies without the per- 
mission of this Government. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this sixth day of April in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, 
[seal] and of the Independence of the United States the one 
hundred and forty-first. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
By the President: 
Robert Lansing 

Secretary of State. 



PROCLAMATION PROHIBITING MARINE AND WAR RISK INSURANCE BY 

GERMAN COMPANIES 

No. 1886, July IS, 1917 

Whereas, certain insurance companies, incorporated under the laws 
of the German Empire, have been admitted to transact the business of 
marine and war risk insurance in various States of the United States, 
by means of separate United States Branches established pursuant to 
the laws of such States, and are now engaged in such business under the 
supervision of the Insurance Departments thereof, with assets in the 
United States deposited with Insurance Departments or in the hands of 
resident trustees, citizens of the United States, for the protection of all 
policy-holders in the United States; 

And whereas, the nature of marine and war risk insurance is such that 
those conducting it must of necessity be in touch with the movements 
of ships and cargoes, and it has been considered by the Government of 
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great importance that this information should not be obtained by 
alien enemies; 

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the powers vested in me as such, hereby declare 
and proclaim that such branch establishments of German Insurance 
Companies now engaged in the transaction of business in the United 
States pursuant to the laws of the several States are hereby prohibited 
from continuing the transaction of the business of marine and war risk 
insurance either as direct insurers or re-insurers; and all individuals, 
firms, and insurance companies incorporated under the laws of any of 
the States or Territories of the United States, or of any foreign coun- 
try, and established pursuant to the laws of such States and now en- 
gaged in the United States in the business of marine and war risk 
insurance either as direct insurers or re-insurers are hereby prohibited 
from re-insuring with companies incorporated under the laws of the 
German Empire, no matter where located; and all persons in the 
United States are prohibited from insuring against marine or war 
risks with insurance companies incorporated under the laws of the 
German Empire or with individuals, firms, and insurance companies 
incorporated under the laws of any of the States or Territories of the 
United States or of any foreign country and now engaged in the 
business of marine or war risk insurance in the United States, which 
re-insure business originating in the United States with companies 
incorporated under the laws of the German Empire, no matter where 
located. 

The foregoing prohibitions shall extend and operate as to all existing 
contracts for insurance and re-insurance which are hereby suspended for 
the period of the war, except that they shall not operate to vitiate or 
prevent the insurance or re-insurance of, and the payment or receipt 
of, premiums on insurance or re-insurance under existing contracts on 
vessels or interest at risk on the date of this proclamation, and such 
insurance or re-insurance, if for a voyage, shall continue in force until 
arrival at destination, and if for time, until thirty days from the date of 
this proclamation, but if on a voyage at that time, until the arrival at 
destination. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to operate to prevent the payment 
or receipt of any premium, return premium, or claim now due or which 
may become due on or in respect to insurances or re-insurances not 
prohibited by this proclamation. 
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That all funds of such German companies now in the possession of 
their managers or agents, or which shall hereafter come into their posses- 
sion, shall be subject to such rules and regulations concerning the pay- 
ment and disposition thereof as shall be prescribed by the insurance 
supervising officials of the State in which the principal office of such 
establishment in the United States is located, but in no event shall any 
funds belonging to or held for the benefit of such companies be trans- 
mitted outside of the United States, nor be used as the basis for the 
establishment, directly or indirectly, of any credit within or outside of 
the United States to or for the benefit or use of the enemy or any of his 
allies without the permission of this Government. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the District of Columbia this thirteenth day of July 
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
[seal] seventeen and of the Independence of the United States 
the one hundred and forty-second. 

Woodbow Wilson. 
By the President: 
Frank L. Polk 

Acting Secretary of State. 



proclamation making certain exports in time op war 

unlawful 

No. 1885, July 9, 1917 

Whereas Congress has enacted, and the President has on the fifteenth 
day of June, 1917, approved a law which contains the following pro- 
visions : 

Whenever during the present war the President shall find that the public safety 
shall so require, and shall make proclamation thereof, it shall be unlawful to export 
from or ship from or take out of the United States to any country named in such 
proclamation any article or articles mentioned in such proclamation, except at such 
time or times, and under such regulations and orders, and subject to such limitations 
and exceptions as the President shall prescribe, until otherwise ordered by the 
President or by Congress: Provided, however, that no preference shall be given to 
the ports of one State over those of another. 



